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A Newsletter from Oak Grove Cemetery
        Fall 2007
Dear Friends of Oak Grove, 

Please take a moment to catch up on what’s happening at Oak Grove.

Upcoming events

Smart Money Week is coming to La Crosse, October 8-12.  Please watch for more information in the La Crosse Tribune.  One of the scheduled presentations is preplanning and the cemetery, which is Wednesday, October 10, 2 - 3 p.m. at Oak Grove.  You are invited to join us.

7th annual “A Light to Remember”
Have you lost someone close to you?

Whether it was recently or years ago, you are invited to join us for “A Light to Remember”.  This year, you can remember that person in a special ceremony on Sunday, December 9, 2007 at 4:30 p.m. This service will be held at the Oak Grove Cemetery Chapel located at 1407 La Crosse Street, La Crosse (across from UW-L).
· Customize a holiday ornament for your loved one.

· Participate in a non-denominational service.

· Take a brief walk outdoors to hang your ornament on a tree.

· Listen to live holiday music.

· Enjoy warm beverages and holiday cookies.

The public is welcome.  A free-will donation will be taken.  For more information, please call (608) 782-6956.

Event Recap

The Annual Lot Owner’s Meeting of the Oak Grove Cemetery Association was held on Wednesday, April 25 at 10 a.m. at the Oak Grove Cemetery Chapel. There were 10 lot owners, 1 guest, members of the board, as well as, the office staff present.  Minutes were read and approved.  An overview of the cemetery was given by the director.  Gene Phillips was voted in by proxy and members present to fill the seat on the board vacated by Salem Markos.  Questions were taken from the floor.
The Annual Memorial Day parade ended at Oak Grove Cemetery with a special service following in the Civil War section.  The Memorial Day Association did a wonderful job with decorating the veteran’s graves and coordinating a memorable service.  This year’s featured speaker was Lt. Col. Stewart R. Fearon, U.S. Army Professor of Military Science, UW-La Crosse.  The Central High School Band provided the special music.   
The “Discover the Silent City – Oak Grove Cemetery Tour” was Saturday, September 15. This year’s theme included the historic fires, firefighters and victims of our city’s history.  More than 170 people attended the event.  Next year’s tour will focus on the breweries of La Crosse.  
Thank yous

Oak Grove extends special thanks to:

· For their financial donations to the cemetery: Charles W. Soules, June Holy, James & Ann Reeve, Priscilla Thut, Leanore Carlson, Lyden Gjerde Estate, Richard & Nancy Schermerhorn, Anita Evans, Robert Maby, Jr., Anita Tanke, Clarice Peterson, Stanley Rolnick, Jean Hayek, Marijean Walker, Nancy Farnam Gannett, Jeanette Miller, Mrs. Frederick Sherman, Natalie Schoenfeld, Rick Brown, Otto Proehl, William Bennett, Geri Hengst, Elizabeth Wing, Nils Daneil Harnaes, Nicoletta Pappas, Peter & Karen Hansen, Marion Lewis and Gert Kolter.

· To the generous people who have donated money when requesting genealogy information or planning guides from the cemetery.
News Update
· As mentioned in our last newsletter, Oak Grove Cemetery Association was interested in caring for the Onalaska City Cemetery. Negotiations have ceased.  Meanwhile, we continue to look for land in the greater La Crosse area to expand.
· A new family cremation burial area is now open with bench memorialization.  The bench can be made to hold multiple cremations or for memorialization only.  There is also enough room for up to 6 cremations to be buried on the site.  Stop in today to see our sample bench and learn more about this option.
Seasonal Décor
· Spring flower vases cared for by Oak Grove were picked up the week of September 17.

· Don’t forget Oak Grove offers wreaths for cemetery gravesites and artificial holiday bouquets for niches and crypts.  

Consider a gift to Oak Grove

When you’re making decisions about which organization to donate money to, please consider us.  Oak Grove Cemetery Association is a not-for-profit cemetery.  As such, we truly appreciate donations and charitable gifts to help offset the costs of expensive improvements and maintenance of our 80 acres.  Any donation that you make to the cemetery is tax-deductible. If you would like to learn more about how you can give, or what we will use the funds for please contact us.  
Oak Grove offers a wide variety of products and services
Burial services, chapel, grave sites, monuments and markers, cremation services, urns, mausoleum, pre-arrangement counseling and seasonal décor.  Please call or stop in, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by special appointment.  You can learn more about us by visiting our website www.oakgrovecemetery.com.  

When you purchase products and services at Oak Grove Cemetery, you help support the longevity of the cemetery by providing dollars to continually maintain the grounds and update the buildings.  Thank you for your support.
Are you looking for a speaker?  
Please call our office today.  We cover topics such as pre-planning, cremation and history. 

Enjoy the fall colors at Oak Grove

Did you know that Oak Grove has a self-guided walking tour available?  Stop in today and pick-up your copy.  Check out the beautiful fall colors as you walk the grounds at Oak Grove Cemetery.
Sincerely,

Valerie O. Reinke, Executive Director
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